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NASTERY

Holy Week and
Easter Ceremonies at
Mount St. Sepulcher
Are Identical With
Those Held in Jerusa-
lem — Franciscan
Monks Duplicate the
Rites in the Holy Land.
The Services in Detail.
Gorgeous Decorations
and Impressive Serv-
ices on Easter Day:.

' many centuries past it hase
thie custom of Christians

of all denominations whe could

anccomplish the jnurney to
visit the spots in the Holy Tand
made sacred by connection with our
Lord. At the present time pilgrime to
the numher of ahout 20,000 annually
visit Palestine. They go at all seasons.
but such as can choose their time for
this pilgrimage make it at Haster, that
they may participate in, or witness, tha
wonderful series of services which
take place at the actual scenes of the
“eath and resurrection of Christ. No
one who has attended the services of
toly week and Easter at the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem has
ever failed to bLe deeply Impressed by
the services,

And yet, hut comparatively few peo-
ple know that the unique services pre-
Paratory to and culmirating in Faster
which take place in Jerusalem are re-
produced as faithfully as circumstances
will permit in one spot in our own
land—at the Franciscan monastery on
the outskirts of Washington.

The Franciscan order of friars has
had charge of the holy places of Fales-
tine since earlv in the thirteenth ren-
tury. St. Francls of Assisi, the found-
er of the order, was granted their cus-

heen

tody by the Mohammedans. 1n Wash-
ngton _a body of devout monks has
rreated an establishment which s a

memorial of all the holy shrines of
Falestine and reproduces the services
taking place there.

*

* *

The Church of the Holr Eepulcher,
named after the famous hasilica in
Jerysalem, and its attached nonastery
of Franciscan friars are situated to the
northeast of Washington, three miles
from the TUnited States Treasury, re-
garded as the center of the city. The
lioly brothers were wise in thelr se-
lection of their site, when some fifteen
Years ago they chose the glorious
wooded eminence now known as Mount
St Sepulcher, overlooking miles upon
miles of verdant Maryland on one side
eand on the other the ecapital of the
United States. It 1s a graclous Bpot
and a fitting place for the reproduction
of the most sacred places of earth.

In the great church, huilt upon By-
zantine lines, restrained by the rule of
simplicity of the order, In the form of
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THE MONASTERY AND CHURCH OF Hory SEPULCHRE.

the five-fold cross, which was the coat-
of-arms of the Latin kingdom of Je-
rusalem, are assembled faithful repro-
ductions of the holy shrines of Pales-
tine, each separate and distinct, hut
all combined in a beautiful and har-
monious whole.

The chief feature of the church, as
of the whole establishment, s the holy
eepulcher, which is an exact reprodue-
tion of the original tomb preserved in
Jerusalem as the holy of holies and
sheltered Ly the magnificent Church of
the Holy Sepulcher, the mecca of all
Christinns. It was to preserve the
tomb of Christ that many of the cru-
saders of old from various parts of tle
world lald down their lives.

The holy sepulcher in the monastery
chiurch here, as in Jerusalem, consists
of two apartmentis. The outer apart-
ment is called the chapel of the angel,
because the angel was found seated
here on the morning of the first Easter.
And the inner chamber, which is the
tomb. The chape! of the angel is en-
tered by a low arched doorway, sur-
mounted by a large relief panel rep-
resenting Christ rising from the tomb.
A casket of stone in the center of the
chamber contains a fragment of stone
from Jerusalem.

Through an archway so low that one
must stoop far to enter it is the sep-
ulcher of Christ. It Is a replica of the
bare, rock-hewn cell, the tomb of Jo-
seph of Arimathea, in which Christ was
laid after His crueifixign. In the orig-
inal sepulcher a slah of marble has
been laid over the tomb to cover it
from desecrating hands. Here that slab
is reproduced, and on It lles a flgure
of the Christ, who, after the anointing
of His body, lay here in death from
Good Friday until His resurrection
Easter morn.

*
* *

Above the tomb is & fac simile of the
silve. relief panel of Raphael's “Resur-
rection,” which Cardinal Antonelll
donated to the holy sepulcher. In Jeru-
Balem the soft lamps which dimly
light the sacred chamber are of gold,
silver and precious stones. Here the
reproductions are of simpler materials,
but produce the same effect upon the
hallowed spot.

It is at the holy sepulcher that the
holy eucharia is administered to the
throngs who come to this most sacred
eghrine Easter Sunday morning.

Above the holy sepulcher and reached
by two flights of marble stepa is the
altar of Thabor, representing the com-
monly known Mount Tabor, where the
transflguration of Christ took place in
the presence of Moses and Klias.

To the left of the holy sepulcher, and
the altar of Thabor is the Chapel of SI1.
Francis. The “"Sweet Saint of Assisi’” is
here represented in the figure above
the altur as receiving the embrace of
our Lord, according to the conception
of Murillo. A relief panel on either side
of the fizure represents, on the right,
St. Francis blessing 8t. Louis, King of
France, and St. Elizabeth, Queen of
Hungary, and on the left his stizma-
tization.

The three other chapels coinposing
the corners of the great cross-shaped
church are the Chapel of the Virgin,
the Chapel of St. Antony and the
C"hapel of St. Joseph. In the center of
the church is the large canopied main
altar used for the ordinary public serv-
ices of the church.
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The altar of Calvary, set high above
the main entrance to the church, is a
replica of the Greek altar at Jeru-
salem, which covers the “place of the
skull,” where the Bavior of the world
gave up His life for mankind. Behind
the altar s an impressive group of the
crucifixion, consisting of the flgure of
the Crucified, with the Virgin Mary
and St. John on either side. Bevond
these figures are, on either side, two
monuments, one of Mary Magdalene:
the other known as the “Pieta” and
representing the lifeless body of
Christ in the arms of His mother after
the descent from the cross.

The distance from this representa-
tion of Mount Calvary to the holy
sepulcher, acrogs the length of the
great church, is about the same as are
the originals frem each other in Jeru-
Balern, and the height is the same as
Mount Calvary. -

Beneath the Church of the Holy Sep-
ulcher 18 & wsmeries of underground
chambers which are true copies of sey-
eral of the sacred spots in Palestine.
The Grotto of the Nativity, as it exists
today in Bethlehem, is faithfully rep-
resented in the erypt. In a semi-circu-
lar niche between the two stairways,
in the Church of the Nativity at Beth-
lehem, known as the Latin and Greek
Etalrways, one sees the birthplace of
the Savior, indicated by a silver star
under the altar. To the right, in a lit-

tle recess in the grotto, where of old
the shepherds were wont to feed their
animals, is the manger, lined with
straw, and in it lies the image of the
Divine Infant.

At the other side of the crypt is the
Grotto of Nazareth; it is a copy of the
home where Jesus was subject to His
parents and learned His trade of a car-
penter. According to tradition, the
ltouse in which the IHoly Family lived

consgisted of one room. It was built
against a natural cave, which thus
formed an apartment for domestic pur-
poses,

The Grotto of Nazareth is connected
with the tirotto of Betllehem by a
Eemi-circular passage, built in sem-
blance of a section of the catacombs at
Home. In the center of this dimly
lighted, subterranean gallery Is the
martyr's erypt, which contains the ac-

tual relics of St. Benignus, brought
from the Roman catacombs to find a
final resting place heneathh the main

altar of the Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher at Washington. This tiny, cir-
cular chapel, known as the martyrs
crypt, is decorated with replicas of
several of the paintings and frescoes
in the catacombs at Rome.

*
R

The Chapel of Purgatory, in this re-
glon, is a somber funeral chapel, whose
Lleck draperies, funeral candelabra, the
skulls on the capitals of the pilasters
and the wierdly Ilighted panels, all
bring to remembrance the words of
Solomon, “"Vanity of vanities and all is
vanity.” At the altar herea is offered
the masa for those who die in the ad-
joining monastery.

The Ilaster services at Mount St. Sep-
ulcher actually commence a week be-
fore, for the rites of holy week are
buti a preparation for the glorious cele-
bration of Easter. They are carried
out with full detail and liturgical splen-
dor and after the manner of those at
Jerusalem, the seat o the actual shrines
of Christ, where the Franciscan friars
have been the custodians since 1223,
when the fervor and piety of St. Fran-
c¢is won this right for himself and his
followers.

The first service of holy week takes
place Palm Sunday with the 9 o'clock
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Wife of National Director of American Red Cross and Member of Rockefeller Foundation Relief
Commission Plans to Assist Directing the Work in Russia, Poland and Germany—She Pre-
sents Interesting Facts Conceming Conditions in the Stricken Countries — Will Leave
Washington Early This Month to Join Husband—A Letter From the Concentration Camps
in Holland—The Belgian Refugees Housed and Employed in the Camps—Problems That
Confront the Relief Workers—Conditions in Poland Worse Than in Belgium—AIlmost Im-

ANTY interesting phasmes of the
Eugropean war and the rellef
work connected with !t ara
described by Mrs. Ernest P.

Bicknel!, wife of the national director needy ones.
of the American Red Cross and member demand.

of the Rockefeller Foundation KEuro-
pean relief eommission.
Mre.

Bicknell, who is president of anklets on hand, but

At them. A woman sews three days,
‘n return for which one member of her
famlly is supplied with one sult of
underwear made by herself. The sur-
plus amount of her work goes to other
Underwear Is mostly In
Of course, the soldlers are
supplied with clothes, but the non-com-
batants are in need of apparel. There
are plenty of wristlets, necklets and
whole sets of

the Monday Evening Club, chalrman of clothing are desired.

the housing commlittes of the woman's
department, Natlonal Civie Federation,
and an ardent civic reform worker in women toll, the men in

“The women
knitting up the
wool furnished

are also kept busy
Immense amount of
them. But while the
these camps,

other organizations, leaves Washington hereft of work, sit and play cards all

early In April to join and assist her day long. Aa
where he is di-
d

husband in Europe,
recting rellef work in Russla, Polan
and Germany.

-
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“Mr. Bicknell In a recent letter re-

idleness causes degen-
eracy, an attempt is belng made to
keep the men buay somehpw or other.

»

® ¥
““The Belgian men will not consent
to go back to their homes for two rea-

ferred to the concentration camps In sons: First, because they helieve the

Holland, and I am particularly anxlous country may
Eu-

*® visit them as soon as I reach
rope,” said Mrs. Blcknell,

“There are about one million Bel-

be fought over again;
second, because they are of the opin-
fon that if Germany retalns control of
that country they will be compen-

gian refugees in Holland, and they are sated for the loss of thelr homes, and

housed and employed In these camps,
rather the women are employed

them. The blggest problem which con-

or they want to let tham appear as bad-
in ly damaged as possible.

And these
seem to be rather good reasons for

fronts the relief workers there at the thelr ohjectlon to commence work on
nresent time is how to keep Lhe men the rebullding of their homes.

husy.
than the ene of food supply.

women,

It {s an even greater problem
It is a
~imple matter to fAind work for the

“Conditions In Poland are very much
worse than in Belgium, as far as food
supplles are concerned, becaume it s

“The Rockefeller Foundation installed 2!most Impossible to get food into
1,000 sewing machines in these camps, Foland except from the south. How-

pnd the women have besa 8ot 10 WOik ¢ves, au gtlempt s now belpg mady

to arrange with Rumania for the ship-
ment of grain into Poland.

“Every foot of ground in Poland has
been fought over, certain sections
having been croased six times by the
contending armies. The people there
are far more helpless, too, than are the
residents of Belgium, becausae they are
not accustomed to gEoverning them-
selves. Beggars swarm the streets.
The whole population is almost starv-
ing to death. They have nothing left
hut potatoes.''

Mrs. Bicknell helleves that the fever
situation in Serbia Is worse than the
wnar itself, and says that the mortality
rate is extremely high.

“The people are suffering terribly
with typhoid fever, typhus fcvgr and
dysentery,” she sald. “The Serbian
gituation 18 veBy dreadful, because
wars have been golng on there for so
long| The sanitary condition has be-
come such that fever I8 prevalent
throughout the country. An attempt
is belng made to send a sanitary com-
mission over to Serbla. I have been
assured by Mr, Bicknell that the con-
dition of the Red Cross doctors and
nurses who handle these dangerous
cases |s good.”

]
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Asked whether
workers were In demand
Mrs. Bicknell replied:

“There is no need whatever for vol-
unteer workers. A great many people
here think that volunteer mervice |s
surely acceptable at such a time as
this, but there are so many wsplendid
women over there who have given their
services gladly during their country's
time of great need that no outside help

is required, Of courpe, large numbers

volunteer relief
in Europe,

possible to Get Food Into the Country, and Every Foot of the Ground Has Been Fought Over.

of outslde helpers are now engaged in
work over there, but they are trained
and experienced in relief work. I re-
fer to doctors, nurses and others of
similar professions.”

Concerning charges of atrocities made
against the soldiers, Mrs. Bicknell sald
she had not heard of any. “Always at
a time of warfare like this there are
acts of extrame cruelty, T presume, but
T helieve they are sporadic.

“The Germans, T understand, have
been most kind where they have occu-
pied towns. Germany w!ll not sell a
particle of food to go into Poland, but
is generously helping them with money,
g0 that they can purchase food from
Rumanla. They eannot afford to let
any food go out of their own territory.
Conditions in Switzerland are pretty
bad, too, I understand. Mr. Bicknell
saVve that one man out of every ten is
in the army.

*
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“Those remalning at home have no
source of income whatever. Formerly
they made a livelihood in large manu-
facturing concerns and by selling thelr
homemade products to tourists. The
majority of the manufacturing plants
Are now closed, and tourists no longer
vigit there; so they are thrown out of
employment entirely.

“We Americans Iittle realized how .

much we figured in the support of for-
eigners until the recent war. Tourists
had been in the habit of purchasing
large supplies of lace and other hand-
made articles from Switzerland and
Italy. Now the residents of Switser-

land are obliged to borrow tremen-
dously large amounts of money for the
upkeep of their army.

"Holland has more outeide children to
take care of than their own, because

#0 many littlg 95?‘ Picame SaRiiied

mass, when the eelehrant Lissses and
distributes the palms at the central
altar. Afler this the teaditional pro-
cegsion takes place, (0 1epr ntation
of our Lord's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, when the multitudes waved

1ehies before iim and shouted
It to the Highest ™ This
similar to that now celebrat
rusilem o at the Church of tie
puleher

palin b

In former davs i was customary for
the custodian-in-chief of ths holy
shrines, named the custos, 1o go in
nroe on froan the Mount of (Hives
nero the hrool Kedron and through
the Iden gate to the Temple place in
Jeru m, Just inside the ecity wall

owas met by the rest of the clergy

people dud comducted to the

: # of the Holy Sepuleher, where
he colebrated pontifical g There
is still the open-air processional Palin

.‘:Iu!'ulu_t' At Jerusalem, but it I8 000 Gar-
ried vut a8 it was of old

After the procession round the inon-
astery church at Washington, ligh
mass velebrated sd the passion
Bung, acceording to the (iosp bl
Matthew. The singing of the passion
Hervice is peculiar to holy weelk, Three

deacons sing it on four diy tlints
T:alm Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Good Friday — according 1o the four

cvanEel;

- The three parts are sung
individually by the deacons, who take
the words, respectively, of the eviati-
gelist, of vur Lord and of the people.
-
* *

Late on Wednesday afternoon the mal-
ins of Holy Thursday, commonly enlled
Tenebrae, aie sung in the vhurch, which
s but dimly lighted. Beside the sltur
Hghts is a triangular candelabra contatn-
Ing fiftcen candles, typifying Christ and
His followers. At different parts of the
service the lights on this are extinguish-
ed one by one, and the altar lights are
gradually put out. This representis the
desertion, one by one, of the disciples.

Finally, the topmost candle in the tri-
angle 1§ tuken away, emblematic of the
period when the Lord was lost to sight

for a time. The church, now reduced to
semi-darkness, suggests the gloomn of a
Christless world. The (Christ candle is

presently restored, tyvpifving the resur-
rection, and the service {8 completed.
Holy Thursday, or Maundy Thursday,

is.a day of festival because it is the anni-
versary of the Insthation of the Lord's
Bupper. For the 1 e in holy week
white vestriients are worn, and only on

5 0= celebrted

; AL this nass tlhe er
© ImomnEs i dnity  receives joiv
Ut i, priests well as hrotiy
in one kind, as do the lajty., At this

two particles of hres HTE  COIHe

Lase]

#tul one i5 reserved for the Good Friday
sery
g the puin allar the
r at the head of g
a sendd intiful  procession ta the
holy sepalel which, eliliomtely decor-
tted with plant= and . becomes the
repository on 1 ‘ o tes
amd frer of 1he amis in Jernsalem. At
thie conclusion of this ceremony 1w friars
knecl iu o mwdoration throaghout the dav Al
night until the same hour next morning,
Th devotional wateh is relieved |iourly
throtighont, )
Tire dAlely after this cearemony the al-

tat fothe o ligre re Stripped of orna-
" v vleths amdd finens and the sane-
1 lamp, which has remained 1t

thout  the vear., i3 extinzuished.
Then follows the ceremony of the wash-

ing of the feet, which is the “‘mandatum’”
of
nf

faor the
“Munnds

. sl

sives the mnante

The ecolehrant
mpanied by hi= minis
in the church as-

[

=
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fiood Friday at the Church of the Haly
Sepuleher is ohgerved with rites of unique
solemnity. At the morning service of
this day no ane save the celebrant re-
ceives the holy communion. No mass is
celebrated in any Catholie church on this
dayv, © In black vestments, accompanied
Iy his ministers, the celebrant goes to the
altar, which is hare but for the candle-
E ks and crucitix covered with a purple
cloth. The officiant and iministers pros-
trute themselves before the altor during
the singing of part of the Scriptures.
Then while kpneeling au plain white llnen
cloth is spread upon the bare altar, which

is now in darkness.
The pa actordinz tn S8t. John's
gospel s then sung by three depcons, as
on Palm Sunday, after which the crucl-

Se2 a2 35S SR ERATRTLTZRSANERAISARIIVIITIISISNINRSSIRRRRRR SRS

MRS. ERNEST BICKNELL WILL JOIN HER HUSBAND IN RELIEF WORK IN WAR ZONE
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MRS, ERANEST
from thelr parents and are sheltercd
nere.  The newspapers are fAlled with
advertisemcnts  Jescribing lost chil-

P. BICKNELL,

dren and seeking their parents or rela-
tives."
The fvllowing are extracits from an

T THE. CLOISTER, AT THE. MONASTERY

x o1 the main altar is unveiled and
rought down to the altar steps, where
vlergy and pe venerate it. TDwuring
this ceremony the crucitixes in the

church have been unveiied.

After the veneration of the crucifix the
friars form in procession and proceed to
the holy sepuicher. when the sacra-
ment s brought back in solemn =tate to
the central altar. The officiant then con-
gumes the sacred species and the clergy
leave the altar In silence.

The Good Friday evening eervice at
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is
unique in this country, and represents

the burial of our Lord, following closely
that performed at Jerusalem. The churei
{g In comparative darkness and the scenes
in this dim light take on an added so-
lemnity. Previous to this service the
flgure of Chrizt hes been taken from ita
vear-long resting place in the holy sep-
uicher and is now reclining on a bier in
front of the representation of Mount Cal-
vary., The flgure is incensed; prayers
are sald, and, following tha customary
service In Jerusalem, the first of a series
of mermons in various languages is
preached from the spot.

Then the solemn procession is formed.
The dead Christ on the bier, partly cov-
ered by a pall, Is borne by the monks,
I'receding this, at the head of the cor-
{rnge, are carried representations of the
crown of thorns, of the three nails which
plerced hands and feet, of the spear
which wounded the side and of the sponge
tillead with vinegar which they gave Him
1o drink.

*
P
This awe-Inspiring procession of
rlxty monks In their c¢oarse brown

habita with sandaled feet, carrying the
“dead body"” of their Savior through
the church, preceded by the weird
tokens of His sufferings, is rendered
yYet more effective by its Atful light-
ing up by candles and torches. which
are borne by & body of young men
from the city, who consider it a spe-
cial privilege to be permitted to take
this part in the ceremonial.
The procession moves slowly round
the church, stopping at intervals be-
fore the wvarlous altars. The bier is
rested at each until a sermon in a dif-
ferent language is preached. The fig-
ure I8 finally rested upon the stone of
unetlon, which 18 In front of the holy
sepulcher, and the last sermon is then
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unoflicial letter, dated in Berlin, from
Mr. Bicknell to Mias Mabhel T. Board-
man of the executive committee of the
American Hed Cross:

“I am delighted to find that our two
American Red Cross Hospital units in
tiermany are making an extremely en-
viable reputation. Their small hos-
pitals are about thirty or forty miles
from the firing line in Poland, and the
result is thit a stream of wounded men
in all conditions of neglect pours into
their hospitals day by day. Our eur-
geons have done suo well that it Is
now an accepted custom to send them
the meost desperate cases for surgical

care. Recently Dr. Spearman, one of
the surgeons at (ileiwitz, performed
successfully the removal of a bullet

from u man’s brain, which is regarded
48 remarkable in every way.

“Here in Berlin we are iuformed that
conditions among the population in
that part of Hussiun Poland which has
heen overrun by fighting during the
last five months are as bad as those
in Belgium, If not worse.

“P'oland is so far in the interior and
#0 distant from the ordinary sources
of war news that her story has not
heen wiven the prominence it is said
to deserve The (ierman authorities
here express the greatest anxiety that
we shall mo into Polund and see the
sitnation ourselves, with a view pos-
#ibly to undertaking some measures
of relief

=
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“We are told that the city of Lodz
and the city of Sosnowice, with ita
surrounding industrial population, are
much of the time without any bread
whatever. The population of Lodz is
about 500,000 and Sosnowice and sur-
roundings about 300,000, The people
are living on a small supply of pota-
toes which have been given from the
surrounding farming country, and have
been able to purchase small quantities
of rye flour from the Germany army of
occupation.

“Certain sections of Poland have been
crossed six times by the fighting
armies, as they have moved back and
forth with the varying tides of war.
It seems that the country has been
swept completely ¢lear of horses, cattle
amd animals of all Kinds, and has al-
most been denuded of all kinds of
foodstuffs. a =

*“I have discussed wilh Prof., Kimle
(secretary of the German Red Cross)
the work and needs of the prisoners’
hureau, operated at Geneva hy the In-
terugtional Red Cross gommities, Early

preached. After the sermon the figure
is again incensed., prayergs are recited
and the degd Christ s labd to rest for
another vear in the sepulche:
The door ig closed in ary of the
gealed tomn and the and  pe
ple silentiv retire

The stone of unction is the latest a

amd monasters
1. nard used in this

Quisition of the
the gift of a wi

gervice for the fir itnie 1t waur mads
in Jerusalem and iz a facsimile
svery detail of the stone of i
the CThurch of the Fiolvy =¢ I
Jerusalern Like (ts protot:

the native rod muarbils .

Jerusalem it cove k )
tradition holds, © 1aid hefore
hiz burial to v o with spices
by Nicodemus

iin  Haoly saturday, or Taster ave
quite n number of old Liturgical ritem
are ghserved ut the Clhurcl of the Hoelw
Sepulciier  Chief fa the
Llessing of 1h at the
a4 o' mornt min
on that davy 1he o the portal o
the front door of the church, and the fire
te blessed From thiz fire are lighted
the candle=s for thiz servace, and the
Fanctuary ignished on Good
Friday. is liz anather vear. The
proceaston returns from the dooar to he
fore the central ultar for the rite of
hlessing the paschal candle

= &

This s a vers » eandie. wlich
burns =t all services from Faster eve
untll  Ascension P emblemat
of our Lord's life on earth from the
resurrection 1o the jecensior \fter

blessing and lighting the paschal enr
dle, the twelve prophecies from
014 Testament are sunz, After this
the ministers change the vielet colored
vestments to those of white and the
vells and hangings of mourning pir-
ple throughonut the church are ex-
changed for the white of Easter and
ornaments are returned to the altars
The first mass of Easter {s then sung
and the whole service breathes the ar

the

ticipation of the morrow. When the
gervice reaches the point at which the
Gloria is sung the church bells and
organ, sllent since Holy Thursdas pes
forth in Joyful notes the tidings of

thie coming resurrection

On the evenlng of Holy Saturday tim
church i= beautifully decorated with
Kaster flowers and greens, and there 15
held the “service of resurrectlor
The friars go to the part of the chureh
in front of the holy sepulcher and then
chant the solemn matins of the resur-
rection. At the conrlusion of thia
office the celebhrant and his ministera
proceed to the holy sepulchier and the
blessed sacrament is brought out 1
triumph. In gorgeous procession, amid
hymns and the pealing of the organ, 11
is carried round through the wvarious
chapels, and finally to the high altar,
where the solemn henediction is be-
stowed, and the first service of Easter
is over

The Easter Sunday masses, following
the custom of those in Jerusalem, are
gaid in the holy sepulchre every half
hour from H:30 in the morning At @
o'clock a solemn hizgh mass is Said af
the central altar, when the gorgeous
Easter music is beautifully rendered
bv the monastery choir bhefore a CoOT-
sregation which crowds the great edi
fice. A custom of several years' stand
ing at the first service of Kas
is the attendance
iarge number of Howard 1
students, who wialk out to the
tery church to partalke of the
Faster sacrament At the 1:10 service
in the afternoon the chanting of ‘_"-"
office of compline is followed by the
solemn benediction of the blessed sae-
rament.
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1f Easter day bhe hright and sunnw,
such of the grounds of the church and
monastery as may be explored by tha
public are filled with sightseers afts
this song service. They wander throus?
the well kept grounds and generally
find their way to the grotto of Lourdes,
lving in a little valley to-the south clv
the monastery. This is a facaimile
reproduction of the famous shrine .0‘
the Pyrenees, created by the Francis-
can friars here for the benefit of those
pilgrims who cannot see the famous
grotto of miraculous healing in ite
native home in the south of France

it is only upon special occarlons that
one may penetrate the geclusion of !]-.a
bLeautiful cloisters and courtyard of the
monastery, the great, severely r‘lul-n
rectangular building behind the chure h.-
The Franciscan order does not allow of
ornament in buildings or in materis=|l
things. This repression seems to find
its outlet in the development of nature.
which St. Francls of old so loved.

The courtyard, with its \'ine—\'.u\.'r‘_rnrl
eistern in the center, s a spot of “f‘h
beauty, which lends additional charm
to the graceful ambulatory, where the
friars take exercise and recreation in
inclement weather. Nor mity one, ex-
cept by special privilege, penetriate the
beautiful private grounds qf the mun?
astery and enjoy the exquisitely Kep:
g:ircl-::n amd grounds wl_1'.rt: the monks
have created behind their home. )

Here the holy brothers love to wan-
der of a balmy evening, to tend their
flowera and listen to the songs of the
birds, for the birds come to il in flocks,
as they came of old to St. Francis, the
beloved of the birds. Here the mock-
ing bird trills her unrivaled song, andd
here the thrush, “the little l‘_‘n\'n:
frocked brother of the loved Assisian,
eases her heart in the peace and «gui-
etude of this holy spot, this beautiful
memorial of the Holy Land, so far re-
moved from all things mundane, et
20 close to the wvery heart and center
of this most modern republic of the
world.
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in the war the International Red Cross
committee =ent 8 request to the Tted
Crosa gocieticos in the countries involv-
ed in the war, asking them to con-
tribute to the support of this bureauw.
The German Red Cross contributed
5,000 marks.

“*The theory of the prisoners’ bureauy
is that each country enguged in wir
will send weekly a list of all the
prisoners It has taken during the pre
ceding week. The prisoners’ bureau
is expected to receive these lists, to
properly enter and classify them and
to send lists to the countries from
which the prigsoners were taken. Thus
Germany, each week, would send a list
of all the prisoners taken that week
from all of its enemy’s forces. The
prisoners’ bureau would then be ex-
pected to send to Russia a list of Rus-
sian prisoners taken by Germany, to
France a list of the French Prisoners,
and so on.”

Mrs. Bicknell has no idea how long
she will remain in Hurope helping her
husband, but thinks. in all probability,
she will be there until the war 18 over
as the Rockefeller Foundal'lon feels
that Mr. Bicknell should remain there
until that time. She will place her tweo
children in a school in Switzerland.

Bad Language.

HOMAS A, EDISON on his BXly-
vighth birthdav gaid te a repurier;
“The result of this war wiil be a 1er-
man republic that In fifty vears will forge
ahead of all of us.”
The reporter, lmpressed by Mr. Edison's
war knowledge, asked:

“What language do the Belglans use—
Walloon, French, German?"'

“Humph,” sa'd Mr. Edison, “I know
well what language I'd use if 1 were &

Belglan.”
Cheek.

A YOUNG song writer whose Incomas
is $125,000 a year was talking In
New York about a plagiarist.

“The duffer was pretty cheeky to
plagiarize my song like that. And then
to try and sell it to my publishing
house! Why, it's like the sign stealer.

“A thief stole a dry goods sign, ‘John
Smith, dry goods and notions, 27 Pea-
nut street." Then the next day he turn-
ed up at Smith’s with the sign under
his arm and wanted to dispose of it

“ ‘I thought, Mr. Smith,' he sald, ‘that
it would be more useful Lo 'you than
anybody else’ "




